
Monday 5th September: 

Back to School 
 

Tuesday 13th September: 

Dahl Dress Up Day. 

 

Friday 28th October: 
INSET 

 

Monday 31st October to 

Friday 4th November: 

Half-term. 

 
Monday 14th November: 

Parents’ Evening. 

 

Friday 18th November: 

Children in Need day. 
 

Friday 16th December: 

Christmas Jumper Day. 

 

Thursday 22nd 

December: School closes 
for Christmas Break at 

1:30.  

HELP YOUR CHILD BY... 
 

READING :  Reading 
regularly at home is 
shown to have a huge 
impact on how well 
children learn.  
 

ATTENDANCE: Children 
who regularly miss school 
don’t achieve as well 
academically. 
 

SAFETY: Talking to your 
child about staying safe 
online. 
 

CREATIVITY:  Encourage 
your child to try new 
experiences and use 
different medium for 
homework. 

 

Dates for your diaries 

Dear Mums, Dads and Carers, 

 

It’s great to see children 
coming back to a new school 
year looking so happy and 
eager to learn.  

 

It’s been lovely to meet the 
new children, both the 

starters in Red Class and 
others throughout the school too. We know you will all have a great 
time at Willow Lane and look forward to seeing your achievements. 

 

We also have new staff including Teachers—Miss Hillyer (Yellow 
Class) and Miss Southern (Green Class) - and Teaching Assistant 
(Miss Crawford—Red Class). If your child is in their class do 
introduce yourself and, if you have any questions, feel free to 
approach them or make an appointment to meet them.  

 

Last year saw a focus on the embedding of a new curriculum and 
launching new assessment arrangements. You will remember that 
higher expectations were brought in, levels were removed and new 
SATs were launched. This year our focus is on how we teach to 
ensure that children meet these new and raised expectations. Our 
targets for the year are specified below. 

 

Here’s to a great year and thank you for your continued support.          

        Mr MacKinnon 

WILLOW  LANE  
COMMUNITY  

PRIMARY  SCHOOL 

September 2016 

 

SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
 

Our four targets are: 
 

1. Leaders and governors focus on consistently improving outcomes 

for all pupils, but especially for disadvantaged pupils.  
2. Teachers plan lessons very effectively to age expectations, 

making maximum use of lesson time.    
3. Children’s excellent attitudes to learning have a strong positive 

impact on their progress.    
4. We support all children to meet age expected outcomes.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CAN YOU RUN A MILE? 
 

This summer we have had an all weather running track built, 

using Sports Premium money, around the school field. All 

children will be involved in ‘A Mile A Day’ and this will be on 

the running track (or a workout in the class when raining). 
 

The benefits of this daily session (15 min) will include: 
 

 Improved health and fitness 

 Improved focus in lessons 

 Improved behaviour at playtimes 

 Reinforces our ethos of Teach to the Heart 

 Better sleeping at home 

 

Children will need trainers/pumps in school everyday so that 
they can take part.  

You can keep up-to-date with dates, day to day learning and curriculum letters on our website: 
www.willow.lancs.sch.uk 

SPELLINGS and MARKING 
 

Thank you for your feedback on the School Reports. It’s 
always great to hear your supportive views as well as 
ideas on how to be better. A question arose about 
uncorrected spellings in some books. Our policy is to 
identify up to three spellings in a piece of writing. 
Marking is most effective when a few things are identified 
and acted upon by a child, rather than everything. 
Sometimes, this means not correcting all spellings in a 
piece of writing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTENDANCE 
 

Last year we managed an overall attendance percentage of 95.9% (just 
under the national target of 96%). It’s great to see you all back, 
looking smart in new uniform with new haircuts, and we look forward 
to beating the national target this year. 
If your child is off (for example ill for the day) please can you ensure 
you follow the policy including phoning the office. We will continue to 
send text reminders to help you. Similarly, if you intend to be off for a 
longer period of time, you must come to the office and complete a 
form before making arrangements. Your request will then be 
considered and you will be informed of the Headteacher’s decision. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TUCK 
All children in Key Stage 2 (Green, Blue, Indigo and Violet 
Class) can buy ‘tuck’ from the kitchen at playtimes. 
Children don’t have to have anything but they can buy a 
drink and a snack. Children are responsible for looking 
after their money and change. 
Toast (10p), crumpet (20p), fruit (40p) and fruit juice (50p) 
are available Monday to Wednesday and on Thursday only 
children can buy bacon/sausage baps (75p).  

SCHOOL RULES 
 

In class all children have been reminded 
of the School Rules. 
 

1. Do your best learning at all times. 
2. Respect staff, children and 

everyone within our community. 
3. Be friendly and kind always. 
4. Respect school property and take 

care of our school environment.  
5. Love school, love learning! 
 

Thank you for your support in 
reminding children of these rules and 
helping to make school a safe, kind and 
calm place.  


