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Dates for your diaries

Dear Mums, Dads and Carers,
The school term is well underway and walking through the site, as
many of you did on our Open Evening, shows how broad and creative
our curriculum is. Children are learning all the different subjects
one would expect and doing so in colourful and enjoyable ways.
Children are learning in our Wildlife Area, at local museums, through
visiting experts and, as the photos show, by performing for the
paying public!
22 children have been rehearsing for their production of Hamlet
which they performed as part of the Shakespeare Schools Festival at
the Grand Theatre. We were the only local primary school involved
and, to a Willow Lane dominated audience, put on a superb show.
The children reeled off their Shakespearean lines brilliantly,
remembered all their cues and, in this tragedy, there were numerous
dramatic deaths! Thank you to all the children for their brilliant
acting, to the parents for their support with the project and to the
staff—in particular Mr Cooper the Director—for making this happen.
Thank you for your continued support, Mr MacKinnon

Friday 1st December: Red
Class Assembly
Wednesday 6th December:
Christmas Fair 3:30pm
Tuesday 12th December:
Flu Immunisations Yr Rec to
Yr 4.
Friday 15th December:
Christmas Jumper &
Christmas Dinner Day.
Monday 18th December:
KS1 and Reception Christmas
Show at 2:00pm.
Tuesday 19th December:
KS1 and Reception Christmas
Show at 9:30 am.
Tuesday 19th December:
KS2 Christmas Show at
2:00pm.
Thursday 21st December:
School closes at 1:30pm.
Monday 8th January:
INSET
Tuesday 9th January: Back
to School.

PARENT QUESTIONNAIRE
Whilst we await the analysis of the questionnaires, we have got a selection of comments to share.
The majority of these were positive including:
‘…excellent standards of teaching…children always full of enthusiasm about what they’ve been learning’
‘communication between school and parents has been exemplary’ ‘the Headteacher spends a lot of time
with parents and children and is a strong presence throughout’ ‘making the kids have respect and
manners to other people’ ’making sure they keep up to the standards set by the government’ ‘lovely
outside space and activities for all outside.’ ‘Emphasis on ‘teaching to the heart’ rather than with targets
alone’ and ‘Staff all very friendly and positive about their jobs, children feel safe.’
Areas to for us to act on include:
‘The traffic passing the school, wagons mainly, going too fast and is a massive danger for pupils’ ‘What
learning to expect from each year’ ‘Children leaving classrooms on time at the end of the day’ ‘…
homework to help aid their learning and to understand how they are taught…’ and ‘…summary of what
is on the curriculum in my child’s year group.’

WILLOW PASSPORT
Throughout the school, children have been involved
in the experiences linked to their Willow Passport.
Children have been ‘re-creating cave paintings’,
‘learning songs about fire’ ‘creating maps’
‘constructing vehicles’ and ‘performing in a play’ to
name but a few. These experiences enhance
children’s vocabulary and enjoyment of learning
and many of them will become memories for life. All
of the experiences are also linked to the curriculum.

SCHOOL GOVERNORS
We currently have vacancies on our School
Governing Body. We have a vacancy for a
Parent and a Co-opted (member of the
community) Governor. If you or anyone you
know is interested then please encourage
them to come and discuss the role with Mr
MacKinnon. The role does demand time but
is vital in helping ensure the school
continues to improve.

MANAGE TIME ONLINE
Some parents have been asking for advice and tips on managing
children’s time online. Here are 7 ways from an online article at:
http://vodafonedigitalparenting.co.uk/expert-advice/manage
-childs-screen-time/
1.
Have family guidelines. Most families have a routine for mealtimes and
bedtime, and the same approach can work for screen time.
2.
Start early. The sooner you establish a pattern of behaviour, the better. It’s
much harder once children know what their friends are allowed to do.
3.
Set boundaries. You might allow screen time on Sunday morning so you can
have a lie in, but not on weekday mornings, or within an hour of bedtime.
Similarly, screen time in the living room may be OK, but not in the bedroom.
Depending on your child’s age, you could make these decisions together.
4.
Share screen time. Perhaps take it in turns to choose a game to play or
video to watch – and talk about it the same way you would a book you were
reading. Or video-call a relative and encourage your child to tell them family
news or a story, or show something they’ve made.
5.
Involve your child in your own screen time. Share activities such as looking
up train times and encourage them to join in. But try to limit your screen
time when your child’s about. If you’re always checking your phone, they’ll
do the same.
6.
Encourage creativity. Use apps to help your child create photos, videos,
drawings and stories.
7.
Extend your child’s play beyond the screen. Find out which apps they like
and plan related activities, such as dressing up as one of their favourite
characters.
You can keep up-to-date with dates, day to day learning and curriculum letters on our website:
www.willow.lancs.sch.uk

