
Dear Mums, Dads and Carers, 

 

Many of you will be aware that assessment levels 

(Level 2/ level 4 etc) are now a thing of the past. But 
what has replaced them? What tests will children 

have to sit? And how will school keep you informed of 

children’s progress? 

 

Instead of levels, we will now be using ‘age 

expectations’ and at the end of the year reports and 

Parents’ Evening will be phrased in this language. 
For example your child may be ‘working below age 

expected’, ‘working at age expected’ or ‘working above 

age expected’ in English and Maths.  

 

What children need to know to meet the new age 

expectations has changed too—it has become higher. 
Our teachers are working even harder to ensure 

children are taught and get to the new expectations. 

For example, in English children are becoming 
familiar with terms such as ‘fronted adverbial’, ‘noun 

phrase’ and ‘conjunction’ whilst in Maths they are 

laying the foundations for understanding how to add, 

subtract, multiply and divide fractions by Year 6.  

  

The National Tests which children will continue to sit 

are outlined in this letter as are ways you can 
support your child to do well academically.  

 

Thank you for your continued support, 

Mel MacKinnon 

WILLOW  LANE  COMMUNITY  PRIMARY  SCHOOL 

 

HOW CAN YOU HELP? 
Parents often ask how they can help their child at home 

and working together does lead to children making the 

most progress. 

The easiest way to help children with their maths is to 

learn their times tables. The target is for children to know 
these by the end of Year 4. 

By far the best way to support children with their 
learning is to read with them/get them to read 
regularly. Showing an interest in their reading (see 
over) is as important as the reading itself.  

YEAR 6 SATS 
Violet Class will be sitting SATS in May (week 

commencing 9th May) at the same time as all 

Year 6 children across the country. These tests 

are dealt with more like traditional ‘exams’ and 

include Reading, Grammar and Maths tests. 
Unlike previous years an Arithmetic Test has 

replaced the Mental Maths Test.  

 

 

 

 

ASSESSMENT—BEYOND LEVELS 

YEAR 1 PHONICS TEST 
Children in Orange Class (and those in Year 2 

who didn’t meet the required level the previous 

year) get assessed on their phonics (letters and 

sounds). This includes reading ‘nonsense 

words’. The assessment is done very sensitively 
within lesson 

times so that 

the children 

feel no stress 

and don’t 

realise they 
are being 

tested.  

YEAR 2 SATS 
Yellow Class children sit SATS papers within 

their lesson times—again done very sensitively 

so children experience no stress or pressure. It 

is a time for them to show how well they are 

doing in Reading, Grammar and Maths papers. 
This year there is a new paper—the Grammar 

Test—which  does involve understanding quite 

complex terms.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


