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Dear Parent, 
 
Our school works closely alongside other local schools to drive forward educational standards and 
improve the lives of children whilst supporting the communities that we serve. 
 
We are all here to ensure that our children receive an excellent education. However, teachers do 
have an overriding feeling of worry about the requirements and expectations that have been 
implemented. We want the best for our children but feel that the current direction of travel, if 
unaltered, will damage the educational and personal development of your children that we care so 
much about.    
 
We have been attempting to voice these concerns for some time now to no avail, but as the SATs 
approach, we felt it necessary to bring the following to your attention: 
 

 The current end of Key Stage 2 pupils have only had two years to study a four year 

curriculum, from which the test content is drawn; 

 The elevated expectation within the Reading, Writing and Maths assessments will now 

inevitably be out of reach of more children; 

 The levels within the Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling test (often called SPAG or GPS) 

are even more unattainable with subject content not familiar to many Graduate level English 

students, including the use of the subjunctive form, past progressive tense and the difference 

between subordinating and coordinating conjunctions; 

 These children are 10 and 11 years old. Unless they score 65% on this test they will be 

considered to have failed and will be forced to keep taking the test in successive years until 

they hit the required standards. Many children who have previously considered themselves to 

be performing well at school will now see themselves as failures at the end of their Primary 

Schooling; 

 Children are being tested twice on spelling, once in the SPAG and again in the writing 

assessments, which unfairly discriminates against children with specific difficulties in spelling. 

 Judgements around handwriting unfairly penalise pupils with poor motor skills. 

 The manner of the introduction of the tests has been poor and ill-conceived. The result of this 

has been confusion, insecurity and unrealistic expectations. 

The Department for Education keeps asserting that it is vital that they test the basics so that 
children start the next steps of their schooling equipped with the skills and knowledge that they 
need to succeed.  This has been our job and mission without question over many years.  
However the current proposed SATs for 2016 test children way beyond the basics and cover 
skills, ideas and vocabulary way beyond their reach and experience. 
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The cumulative effect of the tests has been to further narrow the curriculum and damage the 
emotional health and well-being of our pupils who are already amongst the most tested children 
in the world.  
 
We hope that you will appreciate that these concerns are all based on concern for the education 
and development of your children. We have made these points clear to our local MP and would 
urge you to make your feelings clear to them in support of our efforts, for often the voice of 
parents carries more weight than the worries of teachers. 
 
Yours Faithfully 
 
Headteachers of the Primary Schools of Lancaster, Morecambe and District Cluster. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Dear Mums, Dads and Carers, 
 
This is a letter being sent out by schools who are part of the Lancaster and Morecambe Cluster. 
Willow Lane is proud to be part of this group who support teaching in each other’s schools, share 
training and organise sports and trips together to provide great opportunities for all children in 
the area.  
 
You will have heard in the news about the rapid changes and proposals going on in education at 
the moment and many teachers are worried that these aren’t the best for children. As a school 
we will continue to question government initiatives if we think they are unhelpful and unrealistic 
– such as the current testing arrangements – and keep you informed of what is going on. 
 
Please let me reassure you that we will also continue to provide an excellent education for your 
children and that the decisions made in school always put children and their education first. The 
new Key Stage 2 tests are very challenging. We will continue to make sure any testing is done 
sensitively and doesn’t put unnecessary pressures on children. The children are learning well, the 
teachers are working hard and the tests will be managed in a calm and stress free manner.  
 
If you have any concerns about them, or any of the above, then please contact me at a suitable 
opportunity.  
 
Thank you for your continued support, 
 
Mel MacKinnon 
Headteacher 

 


