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Dates for your diaries

Dear Mums, Dads and Carers,
It’s been another good start to a short and busy term and there
are lots of things coming up over the next few months which
involve you. If you are able to come along (to an assembly,
event or parent workshop) it means an awful lot to your child
and we know that demonstrating an interest in children’s
schooling has a positive impact on their progress.
A recent visit by the Local Authority highlighted the excellent
behaviour for learning in lessons. This isn’t just about children
behaving but also about how keen they are, how willing they
are to contribute ideas and have a go, how much effort and
care they put in to their work and how much resilience and
independence they demonstrate. Thank you for your support
with this in encouraging children to do their best—it is
certainly showing.
Thank you for your continued support,
Mr MacKinnon

25th January to 1st
February: Book Fair
Monday 29th January to
Friday 2nd February: Book
Week.
Friday 2nd February:
Indigo Class Assembly
Tuesday 6th February:
Safer Internet Day
Thursday 8th February:
PTFA Film Night
Friday 9th February: Violet
Class Assembly
Monday 12th to Friday
16th February: Half Term
Monday 19th February:
Back to School.
Thursday 1st March: World
Book Day (dress up as book
character).
Monday 12th March to
Friday 16th March: Science
Week
Friday 16th March: Green
Class Assembly.
Wednesday 21st and
Thursday 22nd March: Life
Education Caravan.
Thursday 22nd March:
PTFA Easter Egg Hunt.
Friday 23rd March: School
closes at 1:30pm.
Monday 9th April: Back to
School.
Monday 7th May: May Day
Bank Holiday
Monday 28th May to
Friday 1st July: Half Term

SCIENCE at WILLOW LANE
Science and hands on investigations have had a real push this year
and the children are enjoying it. Through approaching topics
creatively, the children are gaining a better understanding of what
Science is and how Scientists—in their multiple forms—approach
their topic. A walk around school this term has seen circuits used to
create pocket sized torches, internal organs made out of clay, owl
pellets dissected with tweezers, mirrors interacting with light and
children enjoying a Space Dome experience!
We also have a popular after school Science Club which allows
children even more hands on opportunities.

ROAD SAFETY
In assembly we introduced our value for the half
term - Responsibility. We discussed how we all need
to be responsible for our own actions and if we
aren't, there are consequences. In the case of Road
Safety we talked about how serious these
consequences could be. Through videos and acting
out crossing the road, we highlighted the
importance of:
 Stop, Look and Listen before crossing a road.
 Crossing at Zebra and Pelican crossings where
available.
 Not crossing at corners or blind spots.
 Wearing reflectors if we are out on these dark
evenings.
Please ensure that your child knows how to cross
roads safely—no matter what the size of the road.

PTFA EVENTS
Keep an eye out for our popular upcoming events this
term including:

Thursday 8th February: Film Night showing
‘Captain Underpants’. Adults need to accompany
children.

Thursday 22nd March: Easter Egg Hunt in the
school grounds for parents and children.
If you are keen to help then please talk to Mr Higgins.

DEFIBRILATOR
Kier, the building company currently
working at Lancaster University, have
kindly donated an AED (Automated
External Defibrilator) to the school as part
of their community outreach work. Kier
have worked with the school and the PTFA
to find out what we need in our community.
The Defibrilator accessible for the school as
well as the local community with a number
of school staff trained in its use. These
handy devices have been proven to
significantly increase the survival chances
of someone suffering a cardiac arrest. Last
year, Kier established a link with the school
and delivered an assembly on staying safe
near building sites, which, with all the new
building in the area, is very appropriate.
Later this school year, they will be running
practical workshops linked to engineering
and construction to develop problem solving
skills as well as aspirations for this
important industry.

RELATIONSHIPS & SEX EDUCATION
The Government is reviewing and updating the RSE
(Relationships & Sex Education) curriculum which
is taught in schools. Earlier this year, Parliament
passed legislation stating Relationships Education
will be compulsory in all Primary Schools and RSE
compulsory in all Secondary Schools. As part of
the review process, the government is asking Staff,
Parents and Young Children to help shape the new
curriculum. You can contribute your views at:
https://consult.education.gov.uk/life-skills/
pshe-rse-call-for-evidence/
...and this review period will run until 12th
February.

PARENT GOVERNOR
Congratulations thank you to Jo Cameron
who is joining our Governing Body. The
Governors play a crucial role in overseeing the
direction the school is heading in and having
parent voices is part of this.

You can keep up-to-date with dates, day to day learning and curriculum letters on our website:
www.willow.lancs.sch.uk

