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Dates for your diaries

Dear Mums, Dads and Carers,
The build up to Christmas is a wonderful time in a Primary
School. Children are excited about preparing for the big day and
school is busy with shows, singing, fairs and learning about the
first Christmas.
A walk through school sees children develop their artistic
creativity as they design and construct calendars, cards and
decorations. Children are playing with language and powerful
vocabulary as they write and perform their own poetry and visiting
teachers are teaching about the beliefs of Christians and the key
messages of this religious festival. All of these engaging learning
activities are supported by the sound of children singing—both
classics and modern songs—and our children love to sign.
At this time of year, I would like to say a huge thank you for your
continued support and wish you a Merry Christmas from all at
Willow Lane School,
Mr Mel MacKinnon
SEN LOCAL OFFER
Lancashire is currently redeveloping the local offer it
provides for SEND children.
Should you wish to have your
say then go to:
https://docs.google.com/
f o r m s / d /
e/1FAIpQLSdI6nHnGxMYZBv
qDPeLwZkjuhCIWRCpx1smH
D V B F 0 U V z y u M 9 Q /
formResponse
...or follow the link, within the
SEND section, on our website.

Friday 21st December:
School closes at 1:30pm.
(No WOOSH After School
Club)
Friday 21st December: Choir
at The Priory at 7pm.
Monday 7th January: INSET
Tuesday 8th January: Back
to School.
Monday 28th January to
Friday 1st February: Book
Week.
Wednesday 30th January.
Reading Breakfast.
Monday 11th February:
Violet Class Assembly at
2:30pm.
Monday 18th to Friday 22nd
February: Half Term.
Thursday 7th March: World
Book Day.
Friday 29th March: Red
Class Assembly at 2:30pm.
Monday 1st April to
Wednesday 3rd April: Tower
Wood.
Friday 5th April: School
closes at 1:30pm.
(No WOOSH After School
Club)
Tuesday 23rd April: Back to
School.

PRIMARY SCHOOL ADMISSIONS
All over the country, parents are applying for places for Reception Class 2019.
The deadline for these applications is Tuesday 15th January and details
about the process can be found under ‘Admissions’ on our website.
Applications for our Red Class have to be completed online and are organised
by Lancashire County Council at...
http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools.aspx
Please encourage friends and family to apply in time because missing the date
causes a lot of difficulties and may mean a school place a long way from
home! Remember that siblings must go through this process too.

MISSION STATEMENT
In light of developments in education, the
Governors have reviewed and adapted the school
mission statement. In reviewing our curriculum as
well as how we teach, we ensure these views
influence our decisions. It now reads….
WE BELIEVE IN THE POWER OF EDUCATION
TO TRANFORM LIVES. WE ‘TEACH TO THE
HEART’ IN ORDER TO ENGAGE, EXCITE AND
CREATE HAPPY AND RESILIENT LEARNERS.
WE MAKE LEARNING RELEVANT AND REAL
THROUGH USING OUR OUTDOOR SPACES AND
EXPERIENCES BEYOND THE SCHOOL GATE.
AN EDUCATION AT WILLOW LANE PREPARES
OUR CHILDREN ACADEMICALLY, SOCIALLY
AND MORALLY FOR THE NEXT STAGE OF
THEIR LEARNING.
PHONE NUMBERS & CONTACT DETAILS

Christmas is often a time for new phones and a
change of numbers. Please can you ensure that we
have the most current contact details for at least
two adults. That way we can keep you up to date
on what is happening at school and get in touch
with you should there be an emergency.
WINTER GRITTING
As we approach the colder months, we want to
ensure all children get in to school safely. We will
be monitoring the weather and gritting
accordingly. In practice, our priority is to grit to
the front entrance so everyone can get into school
safely. We then clear and grit pathways from the
gates, around the sides of the school and to the
classrooms and KS2 door. Outside of the school,
we ask children and parents to make their way
safely and, in assemblies, remind children of
walking sensibly alongside roads. We encourage
people to allow longer for journeys when there are
adverse weather conditions.

WHY CHOOSE SCHOOL DINNER?
Thinking of changing from Packed
Lunches in the New Year? Then read on…
1)
School Dinners are cooked on site
daily.
2)
There is a choice of main meal and
pudding every day.
3)
All dinners have healthy vegetables
and the Salad Bar with them.
4)
The School Menu provides a healthy
balanced diet.
5)
School Dinners allow children to try
new tastes and a wider variety of
foods.
6)
A warm dinner goes down a treat on
a chilly winter’s day.
7)
School Dinner—at only £2.10—can
work out cheaper than a packed
lunch.
8)
If your child is in Red, Orange or
Yellow Class they receive a free meal.
9)
If you are entitled to Free School
Meals, there is no cost for a meal in
KS2.
10)
Secure online payment at a time to
suit you.
The School menu can be found on our
website and children can choose to have
dinners on a day by day basis. All they
need to do is order their choice during the
morning register.

SCHOOL GOVERNORS
Congratulations to Sarah Pooley who is
now one of our Parent School Governors.
As well as being a parent of a child in our
school, she works with children so has
useful experience and insights to bring to
the Governing Body. If you are interested
in becoming or finding out more about the
role of School Governor, please come and
talk to Mr MacKinnon.

You can keep up-to-date with dates, day to day learning and curriculum letters on our website:
www.willow.lancs.sch.uk

