WILLOW LANE
COMMUNITY
PRIMARY SCHOOL

December 2019
Dates for your diaries

Dear Mums, Dads and Carers,
Christmas is a great time to be in a primary school and everyone
picks up on the children’s excitement as they practise for shows,
sing together and take part in events such as the Winter Fair.
The Christmas performances are a highlight of the school calendar
and it’s been great to see so many people in the audience. Your
attendance means a lot to the children and it’s been lovely for
children and staff to hear your positive praise.
This year, our older children treated us to a musical experience
which followed the Grinch’s attempts to sabotage Christmas in
Whoville. Each class performed and the choir treated us to songs
they will be singing at other local events too.
Our younger children told the story of Ned the Donkey who was
searching for the meaning of Christmas. As well as a dinner scene
and a toyshop, Ned visited a Church and saw the nativity being
performed. In conclusion, Ned decided that Christmas is about
Friends, Family, Love and Cheer.
As a school, we would like to wish all our children and families
these four things over the festive season.
Yours,

Mr Mel MacKinnon

Friday 20th December:
School closes at 2pm.
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS
Monday 6th January:
INSET day.
Tuesday 7th January:
Children Back to School.
Monday 27th to Friday
31st January: Book Week.
Friday 7th February:
Orange Class Assembly.
Monday 17th to Friday
21st February: Half Term.
Monday 9th and Tuesday
10th March: Parents’
Evenings.
Thursday 5th March: World
Book Day.
Friday 27th March: Yellow
Class Assembly.
Friday 3rd April: School
closes at 2pm.
Monday 20th April:
Children Back to School.
Friday 8th May: VE Day
Bank Holiday.

WINTER ILLNESS
As with many schools and organisations in the North West, we have
been affected by both the flu type illness and the winter vomiting
illness. Despite our cleaning rotas and additional cleans, schools can
be the perfect place for spreading illness.
Many children—69% - participated in the flu vaccine and this could
be linked to keeping the number of children affected below that of
some other local schools.
Please can everyone remember that children need to be off for 48
hours after being sick or having diarrhoea and 24 hours after flu like
symptoms. We hope that this helps you and everyone in your
household be illness free over the holidays!

PHONE NUMBERS & CONTACT DETAILS

ONLINE SAFETY at CHRISTMAS

Christmas is often a time for new phones and a
change of numbers. Please can you ensure that we
have the most current contact details for at least
two adults. That way we can keep you up to date
on what is happening at school and get in touch
with you should there be an emergency.

Many children receive technology as
Christmas gifts and it’s important to keep
children safe on these devices. The Online
Safety page on our website https://
www.willow.lancs.sch.uk/mums-dads-carers/online
-safety/ provides links to Lancashire and
national sites which have pages aimed at
parents. Other mums and dads have
found these useful for:

understanding what certain APPs are
for.

learning about age restrictions on
sites and games.

finding suggestions on how to talk to
children about technology.

practical tips on ensuring everyone
uses technology safely and sensibly.

reporting incidents to national
organisations such as CEOP.
At the thinkuknow.co.uk site is a new
resource called ‘Jessie and Friends’. This
has been recommended by another school
and is a useful place to go to if you want
to teach younger children (4 to 7 year olds)
about online safety.

PTFA WINTER FAIR
Thank you to all the volunteers and staff members
who made this year’s Winter Fair one of our
busiest yet. The school looked wonderful with staff
having stayed late decorating the windows with
chalk pens and children having brought in
decorations for our beautiful tree. The hall was
packed full of games, treats to buy and raffle
prizes (both donated and sourced by the School
Council from local shops) and elsewhere in the
building saw biscuit decorations, face painting,
bauble creations and our popular Secrets’ Room.
And who were children queuing to see? Father
Christmas of course.
Thank you to everyone who attended too. Together
we raised over £1000 which will be spent on
things for the children of our school. First up is a
new kit for our sports teams when at football,
rugby, cricket and athletics events.

READING AT WILLOW LANE
Reading continues to be a huge focus at
our school as it not only teaches children
new words but takes their imagination to
great places too. We have some exciting
suggestions for developing reading in the
new year including an author focus in
each Key Stage 2 Class and a Community
Little Free Library in the school grounds.
Keep your eyes and ears out for more
news about this. And if you are stuck for a
present to give, there are a multitude of
new and exciting books out there for
children of all ages.

You can keep up-to-date with dates, day to day learning and curriculum letters on our website:
www.willow.lancs.sch.uk

