
Suggested EYFS Texts to enhance Communication and Language  

 

 

Story time with adults is essential for the growth and development of every child, both at home and at school. Below are 

the texts that we will call upon to help aid discussion and understanding in different topics. Some of them will be explicitly 

taught to all children, others will be shared in small groups. Others will be available for research and broadening their interest. All of them are 

recommended and we encourage you to read these or any others with your child. Children who are filled with a love of reading 
 Autumn 1 – Busy 

being me 

Autumn 2 - 

Celebrations 

Spring 1 – Magic 

time machine 

Spring 2 – Watch us 

grow! 

Summer 1 – Wet and 

wild 

Summer 2 – Our 

wonderful world 
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Texts to 

enhance 

vocabulary 

Traditional/repeated 

refrains: 

The three billy goats 

gruff 

The gingerbread man 

Goldilocks and the 

three bears  

We’re going on a bear 

hunt 

The roll away pumpkin 

 
 

Links with character 

and emotion: 

Zog by Julia 

Donaldson

 
The gruffalo 

 By Julia Donaldson 

 
Pete the cat and the 

rocking school 

 

Owl babies by Martin 

Waddell 

 

Pumpkin soup by Helen 

Cooper 

 
Stone soup – 

traditional tale 

How to catch a star by 

Oliver Jeffers

 
Pattan’s pumpkin by 

Chitra Soundra

 
The gigantic turnip by 

Niamh Sharkey 

 

Meg and Mog stories 

by Helen Nicoll 

 
Supertato by Sue 

Hendra 

  
The leaf man 

 
We’re going on a leaf 

hunt 

 
Seasons come seasons 

go tree 

 
Little robin’s 

christmas by Jen 

Fearnley 

Minnow and the bear 

by Ben Blathwayt 

 
Cave baby by Julia 

Donaldson 

 
Rabbit’s pancake picnic 

by Tegan Evans 

 

Mr Wolf’s pancakes by 

Jan Fernley 

 
 

Whatever next by Jill 

Murphy 

 
 

Harry and the 

Bucketful of 

Dinosaurs by Ian 

Whybrow  & Adrian 

Reynolds 

 

Tad by Benji Davies 

 
Oliver’s vegetables 

 
 

The bad tempered 

lady bird by Eric Carle 

Well done Mummy by 

Chris Haughton

 (for 

mothers’ day) 

 

The odd egg by Emily 

Gravett 

 
Hattie Peck 

We’re going on an egg 

hunt 

 
The seed by quentin 

blake 

 

The tiny seed by Eric 

Carle 

 
 

Shark in the park by 

Nick Sharratt 

 
Dear Zoo by Rod 

Campbell 

Willy and Hugh by 

Anthony Browne 

 
Gorilla by Anthony 

Browne 

 

Goodnight Gorilla by 

Peggy Rathman 

 
On the way home by 

Jill Murphy 

 
Squishy Mcfluff by Pip 

Jones  

 
We’re going on a lion 

hunt 

Seaweed soup 

 

Dear Greenpeace by 

Simon James 

 
 

Handa’s surprise 

 
The lion who wanted 

to love by Giles 

Andreae 

 & David Wojtowycz 

We catch the bus by 

Katie Abbey 

 
Planes planes planes by 

Donna David

 
Papa Penguin by 

Lindsay Camp 

 
(For fathers day) 

Supermouse and the 

volcano of doom by 

MN Tahl 

 
 

Sharing a shell by 

Julia Donaldson 

 
Dive in 

 
A rock is lively 

 

https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/zog/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/pumpkin-soup/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/how-to-catch-a-star/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/pattans-pumpkin/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/tad/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/we-catch-the-bus/
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Stick Man by Julia 

Donaldson 

 
 

The wonkey donkey by 

Craig smith 

 
Mog’s Christmas by 

Judith Kerr 

 
The Jolly Christmas 

Postman 

 
The Gruffallo’s child 

by Julia Donaldson 

 
Goldilocks and the 

three crocodiles by 

Michel Rosen 

 
 

The great kapok tree 

by Lynne Cherry 

 
Blue whale by Nicola 

Davies 
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Poems and 

rhymes 

Oi Frog by Kes Gray 

 
Octopus Shocktopus 

by Peter Bently 

 
There was an old lady 

who swallowed a fly by 

Pam Adams 

 
 

Songs: 

Head, Shoulders, Knees 

and Toes 

If you’re happy and you 

know it 

Alive, awake, alert, 

enthusiastic 

Hello to you song 

How’s the weather 

Ready for spaghetti 

by Michael Rosen 

 
Duck in the truck by 

Jez Alborough 

 
Some dogs do by Jez 

Alborough 

 
 

Brown bear what do 

you see by Bill Martin 

Jnr 

 
 

All join in by Quentin 

Blake 

 
Songs: 

One, two, three, four 

five, once I caught a 

fish a-live 

5 little men in a flying 

saucer 

5 currant buns in a 

baker’s shop 

One two buckle my 

shoe 

Dinosaur Roar by 

Henrietta Stickland 

 
 

1,2,3 do the dinosaur 

by Michelle Robinson 

 
Zim ZamZoom by 

James Carter 

 
Mad About Dinosaurs! 

Giles Andreae 

 & David Wojtowycz 

 
Songs: 10 green 

bottles, 10 monkeys on 

a bed, 10 fat sausages 

 

Caterpillar cake 

 
The rhyming rabbit by 

Julia Donaldson 

 

Goodnight moon 

 
 

Moonfrog by Richard 

Edwards 

 
 

Commotion in the 

ocean & rumble in the 

jungle by Giles 

Andreae 

 & David Wojtowycz 

 

 
 

Out and about by 

Shirley Hughes 

 
 

Poems Out Loud 

Various Poets 

 & Laurie Stansfield 

 
 

The Jumblies by 

Edward Lear 

Focus words 
Grin, nature, rough, 

steep, through, under 

Before, build, delight, 

gentle, greedy, 

nervous 

Annoyed, dash, earth, 

factory, rescue, sob 

Adventure, enormous, 

gloomy, ticket, 

tremble, yell 

Magical, nibble, 

shelter, shrink, 

similar, vanish 

Connect, demolish, 

fetch, spring, trail, 

warn 

https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/oi-frog/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/octopus-shocktopus/
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Cultural 

enrichment 

books (books 

with diverse 

characters, 

contexts and 

themes) 

Lost in the city by 

Alice Cortley 

 
Family and me by 

Michaela Dias-Hayes

 
So Much by Trish 

Cooke 

 
Lulu’s first day by 

Anna McQuinn 

 
Full full full of love by 

Trish Clarke 

 
15 things not to do 

with a baby by 

Margaret McAllister 

 
Maisie’s scrapbook by 

Samuel nash 

 

Astro girl By Ken 

Wilson Max 

 
Jabari Jumps by Gaia 

Cornwall 

 
 

We’re all wonders by R 

J Palcio 

 
 

Perfectly norman by 

Tom Percival 

 

The lost property 

office 

  
 

Incredible you by 

Rhys Brissenden 

 
 

I see things 

differently by Pat 

Thomas 

 
 

Mr Gorski I think I 

have the wiggle 

fidgets 

 

Superduper you by 

Sophie Henn 

 
 

Loujain dreams of 

sunflowers 

 
Jasmine Sneeze by 

Nadine Kaadan 

 

The pirates are 

coming by John 

Condon 

 
 

Baby goes to market 

 
 

When Charley met 

Emma by Amy Webb 

 
Only one you by Linda 

Kraws 

 
 

Don’t call me special 

by Pat Thomas 

 
 

Dadaji’s Paintbrush 

 
Blue Monster wants it 

all by Jeanne Willis 

 
 

Mila gets her super 

ears 

 
 

The Pirate Mums by 

Jodie Lancet-Grant 

 
 

The girl with two dads 

by Mel Elliot 
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Personal Social 

and Emotional 

development 

Find your happy by 

Emily Coxhead 

 
Mixed by Arree Chung

 
I am hungry by 

Michael Rosen

 
Sometimes I am 

furious by Timothy 

Knapman 

  
Banana by Ed Vere 

 (for 

promoting reading 

independence) 

The colour monster 

goes to school by Anna 

Llenas 

 
 

The heart of a giant 

by Hollie Hughes

 
A best friend for bear 

by Petr Horacek 

 
Mrs Pepperpot by Alf 

Proysen 

 
The perfect fit by 

Naomi Jones 

 
The smeds and smoos 

by Julia Donaldson 

 

The stompysaurus by 

Rachel Bright 

 
Rain before rainbows 

 
The yes by Sarah Bee 

 
 

Pezzetino by leo lionni 

 

Ruby’s worry 

 
Huge bag of worries 

 
 

On sudden hill by 

Linda Sarah 

 
The unbudgable 

curmudgeon by 

Matthew Burgess 

 
 

Penguin by Polly 

Dunbar  

Elmer by David McKee 

 
Fabulous frankie by 

Simon James 

 
The lion inside by 

Rachel Bright 

 

Ernest Shackleton by 

Maria Isabel Sanchez 

Vegara 

  
 

What makes me a me 

by Ben Faulks 

 
Jabari Jumps by Gaia 

Cornwall 

 

Being healthy – 

look at 

throughout the 

year 

Healthy me series 

 

 
 

 

Which food will you 

choose? 

 
Usbourne lift the flap 

– why should I brush 

my teeth 

 

Green eggs and ham by 

Dr Seuss 

 
Avocado baby by John 

Burningham

 

I will not ever eat a 

tomato by Lauren 

Child 

 

Fruits: A Caribbean 

Counting Poem by 

Valerie Bloom & David 

Axtell 

 

Dirty Bertie by David 

Roberts 

 

https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/find-your-happy/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/mixed/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/the-heart-of-a-giant/
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Maths 
Pants by Giles Andrea 

 
The naughty bus by 

Jan and Jerry Oke

 
We’re going on a bear 

hunt by Michel Rosen

 
The button box by 

Magarette Reid

 
Clean up everybody by 

Stacey Sparks 

 
1,2,3 to the zoo by 

Eric Carle 

 
I’m number one by 

Michael Rosen

 
One is 1 by Tash tudor

 
 

Circle/Triangle by Mac 

Barnett and Jon 

Klassen 

 
I spy numbers 

 
Anno’s counting book 

Round is a mooncake 

by Roseanne Thong 

 
Which is round, which 

is bigger by Mineko 

Marmada 

 
Mr Gumpy’s outing by 

John Burningham 

 
Square by Mac 

Barnett and Jon 

Klassen 

 
 

Bear in a square by 

Della Blackmore 

 
The dark dark tale by 

Ruth Brown  

 
Pete the cat and his 

four groovy buttons 

 
Five little friends by 

Sarah Dyer 

 
Witches four by Marc 

Brown 

Six dinner Sid by Inga 

Moore  

 

Sidney the silly who 

only eats 6

 
Life size dinosaurs by 

Sophie Henn 

 
One to ten and back 

again by Nick Sharatt 

 
 

One is a snail, ten is a 

crab 

 
The giraffe who got a 

knot by John Bush 

 
Count on me by Miguel 

Tanco 

 
None the number by 

Oliver Jeffers 

 
Zero is the leaves on a 

tree Betsy Franco 

 

Jaspers beanstalk by 

Nick Butterworth 

 
Ten Fat Sausages by 

michelle robinson 

 
 

Titch by Pat Hutchins 

 
My wolf’s week 

By Colin Hawkins 

 
 

Pattern bugs by Trudy 

Harris 

 
 

Simon Sock by Sue 

Hendra 

 
 

Changes changes by 

Pat hutchins 

 
Mr Magnolia by 

Quentin Blake 

 
Mouse shapes by Ellen 

stoll Walsh 

One night in the zoo 

by Jill Murphy 

 
 

Ten black dots by 

Donald crews 

 
 

cockatoos by Quentin 

Blake  

 Pattern fish 

 
 

Lifesize animals by 

Sophie Henn 

 
Underwater Counting 

by Jerry Pallotta 

 
 

One moose twenty 

mice by Stella 

Blackstone

 
The real Princess by 

Brenda Williams 

 
20 big trucks in the 

middle of the street 

by Mark Lee 

 
 

A dozen ducklings lost 

and found by Harriet 

One odd day by Doris 

Fisher 

 
Which one doesn’t 

belong, Christopher 

Danielson 

 
Two of everything by 

Lily Hong 

 
Double the duck by 

Stuart J Murphy 

 
Pete the Cat and the 

Missing Cupcakes –K & 

J Dean 

 
How Many Legs – Kes 

Gray 

  
Who Sank the Boat – 

Pamela Allen

 
Pairs in the garden 

 
Elevator Magic by 

Stuart J Murphy 

 
Grandpa’s quilt by 

Betsy Franco 

 
Monster math by Anne 

Miranda 
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by Mitsumasa Anno 

 
Night monkey day 

monkey Julia 

Donaldson 

  
Rosie’s walk by Pat 

Hutchins 

 
Kipper’s birthday, 

Kipper’s toy box 

 
Mr Big by Ed Vere 

 
A new house for 

mouse, Petr Horacek 

 
Peace at last by Jilly 

Murphy 

 
The bear in a cave by 

Michael Rosen 

 
Each peach plum pear 

Janet and Allen 

Ahlberg 

 
One bear at bed time 

by Mick Inkpen 

 

 
Washing line Jez 

Alborough 

 
5 small stars, By 

ladybird 

 
 

A squash and a 

squeeze by Julia 

Donaldson 

 
Balancing act by Ellen 

Stoll Walsh 

 
 

 
Busy busy busy by 

Haneul Ddang 

 
Feast for 10 by 

Cathryn Falwell 

 
One gorilla Atsuko 

Morozumi 

 
Mouse count by Ellen 

Stoll Walsh 

 
 

Ziefert 

  
Mr Gumpy’s Motor Car 

by John Burningham 

 
The Doorbell Rang by 

Pat Hutchins 

 
Bean Thirteen by 

Matthew McElligott 

 
Rosie’s Zoo by Ailie 

Busby 

 
One ted fall out of 

bed by Julia Donaldson 

 
 

 
The shopping basket 

by John Burningham 

 
This is the Story of 

Alison Hubble-Allan 

Ahlberg 

 
Billy’s Bucket – Kes 

Gray 

 
Mr Archimede’s Bath – 

Pamela Allen

 
The Secret Path – 

Nick Butterworth 

 
Once Upon a Time Map 

Book – B.G. Hennessy 

 
365 penguins by Jean-

Luc Fromental 
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The little bear and the 

wish fish by Debi 

Gliori 
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Understanding 

the world 

(science) 

First big book of why 

 
The body book by 

Hannah Alice 

 
Autumn Gerda Muller 

 
Autumn by Allie Busby 

 

Puddling by Emma 

Perry  

The snowy day by Ezra 

Jack Keats 

 
I definitely don’t like 

winter by Fiona Barker 

 
 

You are stardust by 

Elin Kelsey 

 

 
 

Rain 

Sam Usher 

 

Bugs by Patricia 

Hegarty 

  
My Enclycopedia of 

very important animals 

By DK

 
One snowy night by 

Nick Butterworth 

 
The tale of Jackfrost 

by David Melling 

 

 
The big book of bugs 

 
Lifesize dinosaurs by 

Sophie Henn 

 

Chirp by Mary Murphy 

  
Monkey and Me by 

Emily Gravett 

 
The extraordinary 

gardener by Sam 

Broughton 

 
Meet the weather by 

Carly Hart 

 
Nature’s tiny miracle 

Bee 

 
If Bees disappeared 

 
Why do we need bees 

 
The bee book 

 
A butterfly is patient 

 
Slow down by Rachel 

Williams 

 
Snail trail by Ruth 

brown 

 
It starts with a seed 

by Laura Knowles 

Dear Green Peace by 

Simon James 

 
Oi get off our train by 

John Burningham 

 
Clean up by Nathan 

Byron 

 
Counting creatures by 

Julia Donaldson 

 
I wonder why 

Kangaroos have 

pouches 

 

 

 
Foggy foggy forest by 

Nick Sharratt 

 
Lila and the Secret of 

Rain by David Conway 

 & Jude Daly 

 
Above and Below: Sea 

and Shore by Harriet 

Evans & Hannah Bailey 

Tap the magic tree by 

christie Matheson 

 
 

The wonders of 

summer by Kealy 

Connor Lonning 

 
Planet awesome by 

Stacy Mcnaulty 

 
 

The Lorax by Dr 

Seuss  

 
Diary of a wombat by 

Jackie French 

 
The bunyip of 

berkley’s creek by 

Jenny Wagner 
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The amazing lifecycle 

of plants by Kay 

Burnham 

 
Usborne peep inside 

bug homes 

 
Bug hotel by Clever 

Robin 

 
Worms by Susie 

Williams 

 
Snails by Susie 

Williams 

 
Little book of garden 

bird songs by andrea 

pinnington 

 
Bugs and minibeasts 

by christian Engel 

 

 
 

The owl who was 

afraid of the dark by 

Jill Tomlinson 

 
Up in the tree by 

Margaret Atwood 

 
Trees a lift the flap 

eco book by Ladybird 

 
The giving tree by 

shell silverstein 
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Understanding 

the world (Past 

and present) 

Dogger by Shirley 

Hughes 

  
When I was a child by 

Andy Shelton 

 
The growing story 

 
Peepo by Janet and 

Allen Ahlberg 

 

Once there were 

giants by Martin 

Waddell 

 

The adventures of 

robin hood Marcia 

Williams 

 
Cave baby by Julia 

DOnaldson 

 
The Paper Bag 

Princess by Robert 

Munsch  & Michael 

Martchenko 

 
Look Inside a Castle 

Conrad Mason  & Barry 

Ablett 

 
The Castle the King 

Built by Rebecca Colby  

& Tom Froese 

 
How to Spot a 

Dinosaur by Suzy 

Senior  & Dan Taylor 

 
Katie and the 

Dinosaurs by James 

Mayhew 

 
The Girl and the 

Dinosaur by Hollie 

Hughes 

 & Sarah Massini 

The Very First Easter 

The Beginner’s Bible 

 
The Easter Story 

Brian Wildsmith 

Picturebook 

 

The dancing frog by 

Quentin blake 

 

Beside the Seaside: 

Seaside Holidays Then 

and Now 

Clare Hibbert 
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Tyrannosaurus Drip 

Julia Donaldson  & 

David Roberts 

 
Toys in space by mini 

grey 

 
Lost in the Toy 

Museum: An 

Adventure 

by David Lucas 

 
Space Tortoise 

by Ross Montgomery 

 
Snuff by Quentin 

Blake 
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Understanding 

the world 

(places, people 

and communities) 

You choose by Pippa 

Goodhart and Nick 

Sharratt 

 
We are family by 

Patricia Hegarty

 
The great big book of 

families by Mary 

Hoffman 

  
A handful of buttons 

by Carmen Lugue 

 
Our class is a family 

by Shannon Olsen 

 
Loves makes a family 

by Sophie Beer 

 
In every house, in 

every street by Jess 

Hitchman 

  
Who’s in my family by 

Rosie Harris 

 
More people to love 

me by Mo O’Hara 

 

Walk this world at 

Christmas time (Big 

picture book) 

 
Felix’s Christmas 

around the world 

 
A world of cookies for 

santa 

 
To Carnival a 

celebration in Saint 

Lucia 

 
Charlie’s magic 

carnival by Marit 

Tonqvist 

 
 

The Christmas story 

by DK 

 
 

Dragon noodle party 

by Ying Chang 

Compestine 

 
Rama and Sita story 

of Diwali by Malachi 

Doyle 

 
Lighting a lamp by 

Jenny Zuchar 

 
Diwali by Hannah Eliot

Lanterns and 

firecrackers by Jonny 

Zucker 

 
The great race by 

Emily Miles 

 
 

TheLast Garden by 

Rachel Ip 

 

Welcome – Barroux 

 
Maps big picture book 

 
The lonely Beast by 

Chris Judge 

 
 

Lost and found by 

Oliver Jeffers 

 
Here we are by Oliver 

Jeffers 

 
The proudest blue  By 

ibtihaj Muhammad

 
 

Usborne look inside 

our world 

 

Not now noor 

 
Martha Maps it out 

 
Me on the map by 

Joan Sweeney 

 
 

Ness the nurse by 

Nick Sharratt 

 
Engines engines by L 

Bruce and S 

Waterhouse 

 
Hats of faith by 

Medeia Cohan 

 
 

What do grown-ups do 

all day? By Dawid 

Ryski 

 

https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/you-choose/
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Technology 
Tom’s magnificent 

machines by Linda 

Sarah 

 

 Marvellous machines 

by Jane Wilsher 

 

 Old macdonald had a 

phone by Jeanne 

Willis 

 

William Bee’s 

wonderful world of 

things that go 

 

Being creative 

Art 

Colours colours 

everywhere by Julia 

Donaldson 

 
Piet Mondrian by 

Marisa Boan

 
The dot by peter 

Reynolds 

 
Journey trilogy by 

Aaron Becker 

 

Magic paintbrush by 

Julia Donaldson 

 
 

Wow said the owl by 

Tim Hopgood 

 
 

Pink is for boys by 

Bobb Pearlman 

 
If you take a pencil by 

Fulvio Testa 

 

Luna loves art by 

Joseph Coehlo

 

Never let a diplodocus 

draw 

 
Katie and the 

sunflowers 

 
Meet Vincent Van 

Gogh by Read With 

You Center for 

Excellence in STEAM 

Education 

 
 

I'm NOT just a 

Scribble... by Diane 

Alber

 
 

Doodling Daniel by J 

Dunbar, Sue Palmer, 

et al. 

 

Jackson Pollock 

Squashed paint and 

wasn’t sorry by Fausto 

Gilberti 

 
Meet Wassily 

Kandinsky by Read 

With You Center for 

Excellence in STEAM 

Education 

 
Meet peter blake by 

Rose Blake 

 

Snail trail, a journey 

through modern art by 

Jo Saxton 

 
 

Golden domes and 

silver lanterns by 

Hena Khan 
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Being creative 

design 

Izzy Gizmo by Pip 

Jones 

 
 

Jack the builder by 

Stuart Murphy 

 

My must have mum by 

Maudie Smith 

 

Halibut Jackson by 

David Lucas 

 
 

The giant jam 

sandwich 

 
 

The tin forest by 

Helen Ward 

 

This is not a stick by 

Antoinette Poitis 

 
 

The most magnificent 

thing by Ashley Spires 

 

Mrs Armitage by 

Quentin Blake 

 
If I Built a House – 

Chris Van Dusen 

 

Being creative 

Music and dance 

The ear book by Al 

Perkins 

 
Aretha Franklin by 

Maria Isabel Sanchez 

Vegara 

 

Jospehine Baker by 

Maria Isabel Sanchez 

Vegara 

 

Elton John by Maria 

Isabel Sanchez 

Vegara 

 
David Bowie by Maria 

Isabel Sanchez 

Vegara 

 

Because by Mo 

Willems 

 
 

My two grandads by 

Floella Benjamin 

 

Patrick by Quentin 

blake 

 
The bear and the 

piano by David 

Litchfield 

 

 


